THEPLANTAGENETS                            71

xnents, and in the royal stables and kennels were kept good breeds of horses
and dogs.

It was to be expected that the new king would dispense with the services
of the ministers who had served his father so efficiently: they were replaced by
favourites, prominent among whom was Walter Reynolds, whose influence
over the king was almost as baneful as Gaveston's. Much to the disgust of
the nobles the Gascon was created Earl of Cornwall: he was also appointed
regent when early in 1308 Edward journeyed to France to do homage for
Gascony to Philip IV. le Bel and to marry his suzerain's young daughter Isabella.
Edward brought his queen back to England early in February, and on the
25th they were crowned at Westminster. Gaveston's arrogant behaviour at
the coronation feast occasioned the first of the baronial outbursts against his
influence : so disgusted were the queen's uncles at the way Edward neglected
his wife that they left the country as a protest.

Such a state of affairs could not last long: at the Easter meeting of the
council the barons demanded Gaveston's banishment. Edward pleaded for
his friends, but the barons were adamant, and the king gave way. " Brother
Piers " was sent away to govern Ireland: he was accompanied by Edward himself
on the journey to Bristol, where a ship was waiting to carry him across the
Irish Sea. This baronial victory was followed up by a demand that Edward
should dismiss his worthless ministers; and again the king bowed before the
storm. But he was, nevertheless, determined to recall his friend; and by
cunningly dividing the baronial party against itself he achieved his end (July
1309). Gaveston and his former enemies were reconciled in a parliament at
Stamford: Edward, to mark the happy event, graciously agreed to redress
grievances about which the barons had previously petitioned.

But Gaveston 'was an irrepressible braggart, and the insults which he heaped
upon some of the great barons of the realm made them bitter enemies of both
king and favourite. The young Gilbert Earl of Gloucester he dubbed
" horessone ; " Henry Earl of Lincoln, " broste bely ; " Thomas Earl of
Lancaster, " cherl; " and Guy Earl of Warwick, " the blac hounde of Arderne."
And none enjoyed Gaveston's sallies more than Edward himself. The leader
of the baronial opposition was Lancaster: he was Edward's cousin, being the
son of his father's brother Edmund; and territorially he was the most powerful
subject in the kingdom.1 Lancaster was no disinterested politician; he was
ambitious and factious; and although the people oi England revered him for
his opposition to Edward, he gave little thought to their interests and played
only for his own hand.

In March 1310 Edward was again compelled to yield to the opposition when

1 Earl Thomas held the Earldom of Lancaster, Derby, and Leicester, and stood next in succession
to the Earldoms of Lincoln and Salisbury.